Sample Outline for a Critique

I. Introduction 

A. State the name of the writer or speaker and title of the book or speech (i.e., Bob Briner’s book Roaring Lambs) 

B. Give a brief summary of essay or speech 

C. Write your thesis statement--(i.e., Briner’s Roaring Lambs, originally perceived by some Christians as radical, helped many realize the importance of being salt and light to the world.) 

II. Body--supporting evidence 

A. Point One--(i.e., Salt, make use of it) 

1. Use quotes from the work which may indicate the work of a lunatic 

2. Explain why or how the quote demonstrates Point One 

3. Explain how and why this supports your thesis 

B. Point Two--(i.e., Television, fade to black) 

1. Use quotes from other economists stating Knapp is a crackpot 

2. Explain why or how the quotes demonstrates Point Two 

3. Explain how and why this supports your thesis 

C. Point Three--(i.e., Literature, out of print) 

1. Etc... 

III. Conclusion 

A. Restate your thesis 

B. Summarize your critique 

adapted from http://www.engl.niu.edu/wac/critique.html
retrieved January 31, 2006

