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Internship proposal


To fulfill my communication internship requirement, I plan to promote and design a promotional media package for Dancing With Trees, a recreational tree climbing school based in the woods of Alto, Georgia.  Dancing With Trees is owned and operated by Genevieve Summers and two other associates.  Summers is one of only a handful of professionally trained tree climbers in the United States.  Certified by Peter Jenkins, founder of Tree Climbers International, Summers founded Dancing With Trees in 1993, offering a more localized attraction than Tree Climbers International.  Since its beginning over 13 years ago, Dancing With Trees has grown in terms of number of clients and popularity.  As well as working with individual clients, Summers has also arranged climbs for parties, family reunions, camps, schools, and business conferences.  Dancing With Trees has been featured on NBC Today and a 1993 documentary Tickle the Sky, as well as Disney Adventures Magazine, Outside Magazine, Sports Illustrated for Women, Southern Living, Smithsonian Magazine, and the Atlanta Journal Constitution (Dancing With Trees, LLC Recreational Tree Climbing: Genevieve Summers and Associates). 


Compared to the two other reputable recreational tree climbing schools, Tree Climbing International and Tree Climbing USA, Dancing With Trees includes many of the same adventures and courses, including adventure travel expeditions, guided climbs, the basic tree climbing course, and the more advanced facilitator-training course.  However, Dancing With Trees is the only school to offer treetop camping. Other smaller schools are located in Colorado and Oregon, but Summers can arrange climbs all over the United States, creating programs for clients in Ohio and Hawaii.  Furthermore, Summers, along with web designer Catherine Jo Morgan, have developed a website including Summers’ biography and expertise, tree climbing course and adventure information, safety procedures, contact information, and links to other recreational tree climbing schools (Dancing With Trees, LLC Recreational Tree Climbing: Genevieve Summers and Associates).

 One drawback of Dancing With Trees compared to the other recreational tree climbing schools is its lack of outside advertising.  Summers has not developed a newsletter or pamphlet to introduce potential clients to her school.  She instead relies on word-of-mouth and the coverage she receives in magazine and newspaper media.  Summers has attracted new clients through her coverage in magazines and newspapers, but has expressed interest in designing a new business card and a promotional packet for summer youth camps.  Overall, Summers’ mission is to “attract people from all walks of life, get them safely into the trees, and reconnect them with nature.”  Summers’ set mission for Dancing With Tree’s higher-level climbing courses is to “attract healthy active individuals seeking jobs in outside education or research who want to develop a life-long skill.”  Most of the clients who completed her facilitator course ended up working for her school as her outdoor assistants.  Summers’ target audience varies according to what level course she is promoting (Dancing With Trees, LLC Recreational Tree Climbing: Genevieve Summers and Associates).

As a whole, Summers seeks to attract anyone from the age of four and up for tree climbing adventures and even arranges adventures for those with disabilities.  No special skills are required, just a desire for a new experience.  The oldest climber to date began climbing when she was 80 years old.  Summers targets both individuals and organized groups, but seeks a more concentrated audience for her higher-level tree climbing courses.  For Summers’ facilitator training course, she targets active people with an interest in outdoor education or research.  All of these target audiences will have to be considered in the design and information included in future pamphlets and promotional packets (Dancing With Trees, LLC Recreational Tree Climbing: Genevieve Summers and Associates).

My job description will include a small amount of outdoor activities to familiarize myself with how Summers approaches her school, communicates with her clients, and carries out paper work.  However, most of my responsibilities will take place in an office setting and include a great deal of promotion, particularly written advertisement in the form of pamphlets and flyers.   Research of target publics will be extensive, especially in designing a pamphlet, which will be used long-term and, therefore, need to be more timeless and far-reaching.  My responsibilities also include creating and maintaining an electronic log of past clients, contacting them by phone on the current activities of Dancing With Trees and offering them information on future activities.  Also, since much of Summers earlier records are only in hard copy, I will spend some time transferring files into a computer.  However, my biggest responsibility is creating a promotional packet of Dancing With Trees that will circulate the local summer camps.  This packet includes the promotional pamphlet and a three to five minute promotional video, along with a more up-to-date business card with contact information.  For the most part, my work will utilize my skills in writing for media, particularly advertising, and my skills in design/layout using Adobe InDesign.  However, I will utilize my marginal skills in video production in trying to create an impressive promotional video for her business. 

Although I do not plan to work for this particular organization as a career, much of the work I will be doing relates to my career goals.  As a career, I plan to write or work in layout with a newspaper or magazine, and to do so I would need great writing, marketing, and graphic design skills.  My work with Dancing With Trees researching target audience preferences, creating coherent interesting information, and designing complex layouts, among my other responsibilities will help develop the skill I need to pursue a career in journalism, marketing, or graphic design.  Another great benefit of working with Dancing With Trees is the experience I have juggling such a wide array of responsibilities, never simply running coffee or errands for my superiors. All the while, I get to learn the inner workings of a small business, help plan special events, and learn how to successfully promote an unusual but cutting-edge service.

As a senior communication major with a 4.0 GPA in communication courses, I am qualified to perform my responsibilities to Dancing With Trees.  Having completed Desktop Publishing, Writing for Media, Public Relations, and Introduction to Video Production, I have developed the skills necessary to create quality projects promoting Dancing With Trees that will successfully target a broad audience.  Since I have experience working for Dancing With Trees in the past, I understand the school’s mission and am familiar with my supervisor’s tastes and expectations.  I will never stop working on a project until my supervisor is satisfied and intend to accomplish all the goals and objectives set forth in the internship (Dancing With Trees, LLC Recreational Tree Climbing: Genevieve Summers and Associates).

Most of the goals and objectives established by Dancing With Trees pertain to the physical outdoor element of the school.  Since I will be spending most of my time in an office working on new forms of promotion, new objectives were set for my internship.  My main objective is to create a promotional packet utilizing several different technologies.  Relating to several objectives under Emmanuel College’s goal of technology, I will have to be knowledgeable of media technology, use it in an ethical manner, and arrange projects in conventional as well as imaginative ways.  In part, I will have to analyze different ways to design and “arrange communication technologies” so that ethnically represents Dancing With Trees and its services.  This objective is related to another technology objective that expresses the importance of using “technology ethically in conventional as well as imaginative ways.”  Creating a business card is fairly conventional, but creating a complex pamphlet and promotional video allows for great creativity.  To use communication technology successfully, I have to “understand the interactions of individuals, organizations, and groups” under the goal of community.   Not only do I need to understand the people I work with, I will also have to understand how individuals, groups, and organizations interact as clients of Dancing With Trees.  These groups are my audience, and to effectively communicate with them through any medium, I need to understand how they see themselves and each other.  As mentioned earlier under the objective of “using technologies ethically,” I need to be able to communicate with diverse groups with different backgrounds and “analyze and address communication using an ethical framework.” 

  Furthermore, since I will be utilizing different technologies, and therefore, be using several different writing styles and formats, I need to “understand various kinds of messages, stories, images, and texts and how and why they are constructed’ under the goal of information.  I need to understand what images are appropriate to the message I am trying to communicate, and which writing style and structure will be most effective.  For example, I don’t need to construct information in a pamphlet in the same format or style as I would in an objective news story.  I also don’t need to use mundane photographs with little action.  I need to use dynamic images, while creating educational and promotional messages.

Also under the goal of information, I need to “understand the role of interpretation in how we respond to messages and text.”  Just as I need to use the appropriate writing style and format when promoting Dancing With Trees, I need to understand how different groups or communities will respond to messages and texts.  Sometimes creativity or other aspects of technology can affect how people interpret information.  While I create information, I need to take into consideration how different groups will interpret the information and take steps to ensure coherent and ethical communication.  In the end, the bulk of my objectives while working with Dancing With Trees relates to “researching and creating socially responsible oral, written, and visual communication.”  While under Summers’ supervision, I will be creating a great deal of written information, along with some visual and oral communication.  If I use communication ethically while understanding how individuals and groups see the world and interpret information, I can create communication that will be socially responsible (EC’s Communication Goals/Objectives).

In conclusion, Dancing With Trees offers me a great opportunity to perform a wide variety of skills under the communication field.  My responsibilities will involve skills I have acquired in Writing for Media, Desktop Publishing, Public Relations, and Video Production.  I am qualified to perform my tasks and understand my objectives as they relate to Emmanuel College’s goals and objectives.  In the end, I hope the skills I hone during this internship prepare me for a career in journalism or marketing. 
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